[Pandysautonomia. Severe autonomic dysfunction accompanying polyneuropathy].
The case of a young woman with complete autonomic paralysis following an event of respiratory and gastrointestinal infections is described. The diagnosis was based upon clinical, neurophysiological, and laboratory findings. In view of the occurrence of identical--although less pronounced--autonomic disturbances in some cases of Guillain-Barré syndrome and the high incidence of minor degrees of weakness, paresthesias, reflex loss, and CSF protein elevation in dysautonomic polyneuropathy, it seems likely that the latter disorder is also an immune polyneuropathy affecting the autonomic fibers within the peripheral nerves.